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Time to 

BRITAIN'S FASCISTS made a significant breakthrough 
in May this year. The British National Party (BNP) now 
have three local councillors in Burnley, they have 
secured a large vote in several other places, and have 
made the biggest far-right breakthrough since the 1970s 
and the heyday of the National Front. 

The BNP believe that they are on the cusp of greater 
things. After all, if Jean-Marie Le Pen can have a major 
impact on French politics, and Pirn Fortuyn can in 
Holland, then why can't Nick Griffin and the BNP do 
that here? They believe that the march of history is on 
their side, that the left is a spent force, and that, just as 
the Nazis did, that “tomorrow belongs to them". 

The growth of the BNP is not some fluke 
development, but part of the slow rehabilitation of 
fascism across Europe. The memory of Nazi 
barbarism was once the greatest barrier to the growth 
of fascist parties in Europe. With the Nazi 
extermination camps now a distant memory from 
the last century, diehard Nazis hope that they can 
convince people that they carry no historical baggage 
and are an ordinary political party concerned by 
“immigration" and “asylum seekers". 

In Burnley the BNP claimed that last summers 
racist disturbances were “anti-white violence by out 
of control Muslim youth". The truth is that 26 white 
people were imprisoned for the riots. The court heard 
how they ran down the streets attacking and burgling 
Asian homes. They even set fire to Asian homes with 
entire families living upstairs. In their literature the 
BNP also claimed that refugees were a major problem 
in Burnley. However, Home Office statistics show that 
there are only a few dozen refugees in the town out of 
a total population of 91,000. 

The hypocrisy of the BNP knows no limits. 
Everywhere they stand they try to portray themselves 
as a party of “Law and Order". However, from top to 
bottom the organisation is stuffed full of criminals. 

The BNP have capitalised on the fact that many 
people feel let down by the main political parties and 
believe that mainstream politicians do not represent 
their views. They have set out to present themselves 
as the voice of the white working class. Because of 
this, trade union’s - the true representatives of all 
working people - are the most important political 
force when it comes to counteracting the BNP. 

Some BNP members are union members and trade 


organise 


unions need to make it clear, as ASLEE has, that 
membership of the BNP is incompatible with trade 
unionism. Above all, we need to win the arguments, 
at union branches and in workplaces, that racism is 
not only morally wrong, but crucially, is a divisive 
tool which prevents workers organising together. 

The BNP have made advances, but anti-fascists are 
not despondent. This Spring saw the biggest anti¬ 
fascist campaign in two decades and offered a 
glimmer of what can be achieved. Anti-fascists 
distributed over 200,000 pieces of literature in the 
BNP target areas and the results in these places 
proved that this had an important impact on 
preventing the BNP winning more seats. 

Trade unionists have been in the forefront of this 
year’s anti-BNP campaign. People from different 
political parties and no party joined together with 
community groups and people who have become 
politically active for the first time, all distributing 
literature door-to-door telling the truth about the BNP. 

Through TUPS Searchlight is stepping up its work 
with trade unionists. The task now is to carry on 
organising against the BNP outside of the election 
period, so that we can erode their electoral base 
before we embark on widespread campaigning in the 
run up to the elections next year and beyond. We are 
confident that through a strong campaign - with 
trade unionists playing a central role - democracy 
will prevail and that the BNP will be driven back into 
the margins of society, where they belong. 



Affiliate Now! 









BNP 
candidate 
expelled 
from train 
drivers’ 
union 


“Our members don’t want to work with 
fascists and racists” says ASLEF general 
secretary, Mick Rix. The train drivers’ union has 
just expelled the British National Party election 
candidate Jay Lee from membership and 
Searchlight interviewed Rix to find out the 
background to this decision. 

“We have positive policies towards the 
eradication of racism in industry,” Rix explains. 
“We passed policy at our conference back in 
1978 when the National Front was strong, saying 
that the NF’s views were incompatible with 
ASLEF membership and that campaigns should 
be carried out against fascist activity in industry.” 
This was a strong campaign and Rix is keen to 
point out that as a result the fascists attempted 
to form their own NF railwaymen’s union, but it 
failed in the face of anti-fascist campaigning. 

“We have members who are proud of fighting 
in World War II against fascism, people who 
understood what it was that they were fighting 
against,” Rix continued. “We also have links 
with and members who fought in the Spanish 
Civil War in the 1930s and who were active 
against Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts at Cable 
Street and elsewhere”. 


AARecent events have shown that the 
anti-fascist work of Searchiight is 
needed now more than ever.ff 



Mick Rix, General Secretary ASLEF 


ASLEF has a proud tradition of opposing fascism 
and Rix is keen to keep it that way. Fie recalls that 
as a youth in Yorkshire in the 1970s he was 
involved in confrontations with fascist thugs from 
the NF and British Movement. Like many ASLEF 
members he has seen fascists harass and attack 
trade unionists and is determined that these 
people have no place in a union that is committed 
to combating racism and fascism. 

The fact that an ASLEF member was active in 
the BNP was brought to the union’s attention by 
an Anti Nazi League activist. The matter was 
discussed at a meeting of the union’s executive 
committee and Lee was expelled because he had 
failed to inform ASLEF of his BNP membership 
when he applied to Join the union. Lee was told 
in a letter that it was believed his membership 
would bring the union into disrepute and that, as 


he was opposed to the objects of the union, his 
membership had been revoked. 

Lee’s expulsion has left him apoplectic. Fie 
seems to have taken considerable time off from 
the local election campaign last month, in which 
he got 501 votes (7.15%) in Northend ward, 
Bexley, to fulminate about the decision. Fie has 
been aided by Lee Barnes, who stood for the 
BNP in neighbouring Northumberland ward and 
received 161 votes (2.13%). 

Barnes, who proudly declares his undergraduate 
law degree by the letters after his name, claims 
that because the left-wing Morning Star reported 
Lee’s expulsion, the union and the newspaper 
have “jointly infringed the Fluman Rights of Mr Jay 
Lee as enshrined in British law under The Fluman 
Rights Act 2000”. The basis of Barnes’s complaint 
was that the Morning Star had printed Lee’s 
address, which was untrue. Not one to let the 
facts get in the way of a good story, Barnes went 
on to say, “They have whipped the masses up into 
a frenzy with their rhetoric in their newspapers and 
are now pointing their finger at the allocated 
scapegoat”. Perhaps Lee is upset that the masses 
were not whipped up into a frenzy last month in 
support of his bid for election to Bexley council. 

Barnes cited Conservative anti-union 
legislation of the early 1990s, among other 
things, to support Lee’s case. Rix is clear that a 
union should be able to decide who can and 
cannot Join and that those who are members of 
declared fascist organisations should not be 
allowed to Join. Fie believes that the anti-union 
laws are unjust anyway and should be repealed. 

Rix is clear that people who are racist need to 
be argued with and won over to progressive 
views. Flowever, those who are active in fascist 
organisations are beyond the pale and “will never 
be accepted into membership”. 

ASLEF has always taken an interest in the 
work of Searchlight and Rix is keen to point out 
that “it was through the work of Searchlight in 
the 1970s that it came to light that ASLEF 
members were being targeted by the fascists, 
including members receiving death threats. 
Through Searchlight’s activities these very 
dangerous people were exposed. Recent events 
have shown that the anti-fascist work of 
Searchlight is needed now more than ever.” 




searchlightmagazine.com 



All three Searchlight organisations now have their own 
websites, which are updated regularly. 

For articles and other material related to Searchlight 
Magazine: www.searchlightmagazme.com 

For a full version of Searchlight’s new media pack, with 
essential up-to-date information: 

www.searchlightinformationservices.com 

To view work relating to our Communities Combating Hate 
project, online exhibition, full version of our community 
handbook, conferences and numerous other useful resources 

www.searchiighteducationaitrust.org 








Model 
Resolution 
on Trade 
Union Friends 
of Searchiight 
and opposition 
to fascism 
and racism 

For further information 
contact Trade Union Friends 
of Searchiight 
TEL: 020 7681 8660 
FAX: 020 7681 8650 
E-maii: 

tufs@searchiightmagazine.com 


This Conference / NEC / Region / Branch / Trades Council notes the growth in 
support for the British National Party in Britain and fascist parties throughout 
Europe. We further note that 68 BNP candidates stood in the local elections 
in May 2002 gaining 3 seats in Burnley. Le Pen also gained massive support 
in the French Presidential elections. 

We further note that trade unionists have always played a crucial role in the 
anti-fascist movement. From the anti fascist struggles of the 1930s against 
Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts, to the fight against the BNP in the 2002 
elections, trade unionists have been in the forefront. Trade unionists, the true 
representatives of working people have a centrally important role to play in 
combating fascism and racism. 

This Conference / NEC / Region / Branch / Trades Council recognises and 
applauds the vital work of Searchlight undertaken over many years, 
particularly work with the trade union movement through Trade Union Friends 
of Searchlight. This ranges from work in the 1960s and 1970s with black 
workers facing racism on the shop floor and from employers, to the 1980s 
and 1990s campaigning alongside trade unionists in social security and 
customs offices to expose and drive out organised groups of BNP members, 
and supporting trade unionists when they were victimised for their actions 
against fascists. 

This Conference / NEC / Region / Branch / Trades Council further resolves to 
affiliate to, support politically and financially, and work with Trade Union Friends 
of Searchlight to build trade union solidarity against racism and fascism. 


Trade union activists’ network 

The Trades Council led campaign in Bradford saw off the BNP threat. Paui Meszaros, 
anti-fascist coordinator for the Bradford Trades Council told Searchlight that this was in 
no small part due to substantial local support and the central involvement of local trade 
union activists. 

Our experience shows that building up a network of local trade union activists is vital to 
combat the growth of the far-right. 

As part of our ongoing campaign against the BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two activists who will form part of our network 
and who we can contact directly. This will help us to organise quickly at grassroots level 
Please fill out the forms below. None of this material will be handed to any third party. 


Trade Union activists network 

Trade Union activists network 

Union 

Union 

national/regional/branch (please specify) 

nationai/regionai/branch (please specify) 

Contact name 

Contact name 

Position 

Position 

Address 

Address 

Postcode 

Postcode 

Teiephone (h) (w) 

Teiephone (h) (w) 

Fax 

Fax 

Mobiie 

Mobiie 

Emaii 

Emaii 

Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchiight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 

Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchiight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 




























Publications avaiiabie from Searchiight 


White Riot The violent story of Combat 18 

White Riot is the inside story of Combat 18, from its inception as a stewarding group for the 


its iiiKth i[i 


exclusive interviews and direct observation, White Riot offers a unique insight into the minds, 
backgrounds and motivation of the leaders of C18. The book exposes the secret links between 
C18 and loyalist paramilitaries, violent football thugs and the international music scene. 

White Riot travels with C18 at home and abroad, to its internal meetings and violent attacks. 
White Riot is the definitive story of Combat 18. £7.50 inc. p&p 


■ The inside account of the nazi terror group Combat 18. ■ How a smaii group of 

peopie tried to instigate a race war in Britain and Sweden. ■ Exciusive interviews '- 

with over 30 peopie invoived in C18 since 1992 inciuding Steve Sargent and David Myatt. 

■ How the poiice and internai paranoia destroyed the organisation. ■ 16 pages of photos 


WHITE 


snom- OF 

COMBAT 18 



The David 
Irving trial 
and 

international 

revisionism 

£3.00+ 

£0.50p&p 



Exposing the 
international nazi 
music scene 

£4.50+£0.50p&p 


Fascism and the 
Labour movement 
£3.50+£0.50p&p 



Cheques 
for all 

publications 
made 
payable to 

Searchlight 

PO Box 1576 
Ilford 
IG5 ONG 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

■ A copy of Searchiight Magazine every month - essential up 
to date information on racist and fascist activity in Britain 
and abroad. 

■ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

■ Special rates on training, educational materials and future 
publications. 

■ New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Searchlight magazine 

Is the place to find out information on the far 
right at home and abroad. Launched as a 
monthly magazine in 1975, Searchiight has 
repeatedly exposed the illegal activities of 
Britain’s nazis. It comprises articles from leading 
researchers and journalists on the far right from 
across the globe. 

Read Searchiight and be kept informed with the 
activities of far right activity in your area. 



“I have read Searchiight for the past 24 years. 

I find its illumination of the issues essential to 
my work as an MER” Glenys Kinnock MEP 

“The role of Searchiight in illuminating some of 
the most squalid areas of racism and fascism 
which continue to threaten the inclusiveness of 
our society is invaluable.” 

Bill Morris, General Secretary TGWU 

“Recent events have shown that the anti-fascist 
work of Searchiight is needed now more than 
ever.” Mick Rix, General Secretary ASLEF 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Affiliation rates per year; Branch/region £50, 
national trade unions less than 50,000 members £75, 
50,000-100,000 members £100, 100,000-500,000 members £150, 
more than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG ■ Tel 020 7681 8660 ■ Fax 020 7681 8650 
email editors@searchlightmagazine.com ■ www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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Contact name 
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Address 


Postcode 
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